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POSTSCRIPT 


The number of taxa of gymnosperms is rather small, only about 71 genera and over 700 
species all over the world. However, since the gymnosperms have a long history of almost four 
hundred million years, occupy about half of the cover on earth, constitute a large proportion 
of timber and many genera and species are endemic to China a comprehensive investigation of 
Chinese gymnosperms is of special significance. 

A rational and convincing phylogenetic conclusion can be only drawn by careful compari- 
son and analysis of data accumulated from all the relevant aspects. A multi-disciplinary rese- 
arch project on the phylogeny of gymnosperms involving taxonomical and phytogeographical, 
ecological and geobotanical, morphological and anatomical, cytological, embryological, pa- 
lynological, phytochemical and biochemical approaches has been carried out in recent years. 
Our investigations are mainly dealing with the genera and species endemic to China such as 
Cathaya, Pseudotaxus, Amentotaxus, Cephalotaxus oliveri, Torreya grandis and others. The con- 
tributions in the present issue represent part of the results from this project. 

Finally, many thanks are due to the editorial board of Acta Phytotaxonomica Sinica for 
providing the opportunity to publish our papers. 


F. H. Wang 


